
 

WnL CONNECT GROUPS 

The Church Sent 
Acts 13:1-4 

MAIN POINT 

As the church in Antioch grew and developed new leaders, God called those leaders out for                
new endeavors. 

INTRODUCTION 

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion. 

● When you think about your walk with Christ, how have you experienced Him sending you               
out to new ministry endeavors? 

● How would you explain what it means to be called of God for ministry? Who do you think                  
that applies to? 

● In your experience, how have you discerned if God was calling you to something? How               
big a role did the confirmation of other believers play in your discernment? 

Luke chronicled the circumstances surrounding the launch of Paul’s first missionary journey.            
The number of leaders with the ability to teach had increased considerably since Barnabas              
arrived in Antioch. With everything growing and developing in Antioch, one might think that the               
leadership should just keep doing what they were doing. To the contrary, in the midst of the                 
healthy development in Antioch, God called out Saul and Barnabas to be sent to fulfill other                
works to which God had called them. 

UNDERSTANDING 

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

Have a volunteer read Acts 13:1. 

  

 



As the work in Antioch had progressed, so too had the mantle of leadership. At the time when                  
Barnabas was originally dispatched by the leadership in Jerusalem to investigate the salvation             
phenomenon in Antioch, Barnabas was the only teacher and disciple-maker of new converts.             
However, after bringing Saul in from Tarsus to help, Barnabas and Saul continued to multiply               
the leadership of the congregation as its rapid growth demanded. 

● Why do you think the growth in the number of teachers/leaders in Antioch was important               
for the health of the congregation? 

● What impact do you think it had on the church in Antioch to see new teachers arise from                  
their own ranks? Why do you think so? 

Have a volunteer read Acts 13:2. 

The prophets and teachers were leading the congregation accordingly in worship and fasting             
when the Holy Spirit spoke to them about sending out Saul and Barnabas. It was no small thing                  
that those the Holy Spirit told the congregation to set apart were their most beloved teachers.                
Notice that the call to send Barnabas and Saul did not come only to Barnabas and Saul. Rather,                  
the believers in the congregation experienced the prompting of the Holy Spirit as well. The               
congregation experienced the prompting of the Holy Spirit because they were also a part of Saul                
and Barnabas being sent out. 

● How do you respond (or have you responded) when God calls someone dear to you to a                 
new work? 

● Given the deep connection between Barnabas and Saul and the believers in Antioch,             
what impact do you think God’s command to send Barnabas and Saul out had on the                
congregation’s response? 

Have a volunteer read Acts 13:3-4. 

Having heard from the Holy Spirit, the congregation continued to fast and pray, then laid hands                
on their beloved leaders. The dynamic by which the Holy Spirit saw fit to confirm the call was a                   
cooperative experience between the congregation and the men being sent. In light of their              
commissioning by the church confirming what the Holy Spirit had already spoken into their own               
hearts, Saul and Barnabas departed from Antioch. What lay just on the other side of obedience                
would ultimately come to be known as Paul’s first missionary journey. Churches were planted,              
persecution endured, and the Gospel of Jesus Christ went forward into places it would not have                
otherwise gone. The faithfulness of Saul and Barnabas, as well as the congregation in Antioch,               
literally changed the world. 

● Describe a time when God prompted you toward a new challenge in serving Him. How               
did the confirmation of other believers encourage or inform your decision? 

 



● In light of the example for the church in Antioch, why do you think it is important for                  
church members to remain attuned to the moving of the Holy Spirit? Who might need               
your encouragement to follow the Spirit in faithfulness? 

APPLICATION 

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 

● Who has been the most beneficial person to you in understanding your own call to               
Christian service? What about their insight has been so helpful? 

● How are you currently fostering biblical community with others that would allow you the              
credibility to offer encouragement and confirmation to them? What have been the best             
ways you’ve found for creating such community? 

● What gives you the greatest sense of pause or concern when you think about God               
calling you to go? How can you begin to address those concerns so that you are freed to                  
be faithful to His leading? 

PRAYER 

Pray that God would place people in each of the lives in your group that will be able to give                    
Godly counsel regarding calling. Pray that the Holy Spirit will be especially clear for those that                
are open to hearing from Him for the first time. Pray that those in your group would experience                  
worship to the depth that they are open to the will and leading of God in their life like never                    
before. 

 

 


